
10 Secrets to 
Make Your 
Home Look 
Beautiful!



 1. Create a Map

 2. Let there be Light!

 3. Make it your own

 4. The Miracle called Paint

 5. Consider the Ceiling

 6. Make your Walls talk

 7. Play the ‘Soft’ game

 8. Dare to mix Patterns

 9. Don’t forget the Art!

 10. “Less is More”

Call: 636-399-0903  Email: Maria@TheChromaHome.com
Visit: TheChromaHome.com



1. Create a Map
Just as you make some plans before taking a 
trip, you should make some plans before 
buying any furnishings for your home. Don't 
buy stuff only because you found a great 
deal. When buying something new always 
know exactly where you are going to put it 
and what its relevance is with everything else 
in the room. Very often people hire a 
professional designer only after making a 
number of costly mistakes.

Where to start from?
 It is always a good idea to consider the 

 architecture of the house for setting the 
 tone and the style of the interior. However, 
 people often choose to rather go with their 
 personal style.
 Determine how you are going to use the 

 room and how you function in it throughout 
 the day.
 Consider your budget and always have a 

 “cushion” around it, to avoid surprises. If 
 you have a limited budget, set some 
 priorities and start with the basics.
 As a rule of thumb, you usually start with 

 and the window treatments.  After, move 
 on to the big pieces of furniture, then 
 accents, accessories and art.

There also is another way: Start a room from 
different elements, like for example a 
patterned fabric that you must have, a 
wallpaper already there, or a piece of art that 
you can't ignore. However you begin, you 
should always take into consideration all the 
elements already in place and go from there.
 Make sure you get rid of anything that you 

 don't use.
 Avoid buying accessories and small things 

 before you have the core of the room put 
 into place.

Maria's Tip: Find a focal point and start from 

large picture window with a great view, a 
headboard, a large cocktail table or an 
entertainment unit. Generally it is what your 

the center of attention.

Learning from the Experts:
“Good architecture will give any room a head 
start, and if it isn't there to begin with, you 
can create it. It's important to get the shell of 

” 
Alessandra Branca, New Classic Interiors
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2. Let there be Light!
Light, a source of warmth, life, and security, 
makes a huge impact in our daily living and is 
THE mega-player of  every well-designed 
space--yet it is the number one element that 
most homeowners neglect.
First, you need to consider the exposure of 
every room, in other words, how much 
natural light is allowed in the room. That will 
determine what kind of window treatments 
you need to block the light when needed (for 
example, in a bedroom), and what kind of 

Always make sure you have a combination of 

(giving emphasis on plants or ceiling details) 

sconces). Each one has its purpose and you 
shouldn’t have just one of them for all 
functions. If you really need to choose one of 
the three, with the exception of the kitchen, I 
would suggest to go with side-lighting--at 
least two to three depending of the size of 

manipulate the mood in the room and they 

give the softest light for ambiance (living 
room), and the most direct light for tasks 
(desk lighting).

elements themselves, and they can add 
color, texture and lots of style. Sometimes 
they become the focal point of the 
room--great room starters.

Another good way to manipulate light is using 

give the illusion of a brighter space. Mirrors 
are also decorative, and they give a lot of 
dimension and depth to a room, especially 
hallways and small rooms with limited 
daylight.

Maria's Tip: Divide your wattage in zones in 
the room. It is better to have four 25W 

Learning from the Experts: 
“Lighting is everything. It creates atmosphere, 
drama, and intrigue in a room. The easiest 
way to accomplish this is with a dimmer 
switch. I always use dimmers, even in the 
powder room.” 
Maryn Lawrence Bullard
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3. Make it your own
Now that you have a few basics under your 

exposure of your home so you can plan your 
lighting, it is time to determine your style. 
There are very few people that don't know 
what they like; one way or another you will 
have some inclination towards a particular 
way of design. And if for some reason you 
don't, you can get inspiration from home 
magazines and interior design books.

Either way, after you get a sense of what 
works for you, it is the time to start making it 
your own. Feel free to mix the old with the 
new and incorporate things that are 
meaningful to you. Honor your heirlooms, 
your style, your culture, your lifestyle and 
everything that makes you be YOU. There is 
an art to mixing styles and incorporating 
different elements of design. If you don't feel 
comfortable doing so, you can ask the help 
of a professional. But it's very satisfying to be 
able to combine thoughts and ideas that 
express your individuality and create a space 
that makes you feel “AT HOME.”
            

It is also important to follow a few principles 
of design for the best use of space, achieving 
a good sense of comfort and a pleasant, 
harmonious visual outcome.

Maria's Tip: Take a picture of your room and 
look at it as an outsider. When you live in a 
space you become part of it, and it is hard to 
see objectively what works and what doesn't.

Learning from the Experts: 
“Nothing is in good taste unless it suits the 
way you live. What's practical is beautiful... 
and suitability always overrules fashion.” 
Billy Baldwin
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4. The Miracle called 
 PAINT
If you are looking for an easy and inexpensive 
way to revamp your home, PAINT is the 
answer.

Paint can do miracles, whether you apply it 
on walls, ceilings, furniture or cabinets. Paint 
can make a room look larger or cozier, happy 
or somber, or vibrant or peaceful.
By choosing the right kind of paint, which 
comes in an endless array of colors, you can 
make almost anything in your home look 
brand new.

I especially love to paint old pieces of 
furniture. This repurposes an old treasure and 
gives it personality and character. Whenever you consider color in an interior 

space, it is a good idea to consider the colors 
of the adjacent rooms. That way when you 
move your eye from room to room there is a 

If you are not familiar with the attributes of 
color, it is always wise to paint a small sample 

of paint.

Maria's Tip:  When you test a color, try it on 
all four walls of the room. It most likely will 
read differently  in every wall depending on 
the light. This helps prevent the second 
guessing and repainting of walls.

Learning from the Experts: 
“If you are color shy introduce bold color in 
areas not in daily use—a formal dining or 
living room, or guest room.” 
Barry Dixon
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all four walls of the room. It most likely will 
read differently  in every wall depending on 
the light. This helps prevent the second 
guessing and repainting of walls.

Learning from the Experts: 
“If you are color shy introduce bold color in 
areas not in daily use—a formal dining or 
living room, or guest room.” 
Barry Dixon
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5. Consider the Ceiling
of the room, yet it is the most neglected one 
of all.

For most people the ceiling is always painted 
white, but in reality there are as many ceiling 
treatments as for any other wall of the room.
Ceilings always present to me an opportunity 
for an interesting visual effect, that 
“something else” that will draw the eye to go 
higher and outline the space with interesting 
physical borders.

Depending on what atmosphere you want to 
create, tray, coffered ceilings and exposed 
beams will add a lot of dimension, and 
beadboard and textured wallpapers will give 
a lot of depth and texture.

Don't hesitate to paint the ceiling a different 
color than the walls; if you want to create 
drama and a sense of cozy-ness go dark, 

and if you want an airier feel, go with soft 
lighter hues.

Maria's Tip: Even if you really want your 
walls and ceiling to be the same, use 

your ceiling. This will create a soft effect and 
will actually look slightly lighter on the ceiling, 
giving a two-tone effect while not introducing 

Learning from the Experts: “I never paint a 
ceiling dead white because all white paint 
has a bit of gray in it, and it takes the room 
down. Paint the ceiling a cream shade.” 
Athalie Derse
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6. Make your walls 
 Talk
Paint, is the easiest and most instantaneous 
way to give a facelift to any space. Yet, it is 
not the only way to treat the walls. Today 
there is an array of products in the market 
that can literally make your walls talk!

One of my very favorites is Wallpaper. 
Wallpaper if selected correctly can make 
miracles in any space. Intricate patterns, 
vibrant colors, soft stripes, sophisticated 
designs–and the sky is the limit! Wallpaper 
can be paper coated or vinyl in different 
thickenss and is a great way to cover wall's 
imperfections. If you want to make a step 
further and want something 'different' you 
can use wallpaper's extended family 
—Grasscloth and Natural materials like cork, 
bamboo etc. that give you the feeling of 
bringing the outside inside. And if you want 
some pattern without making the 
commitment, decals are fun, witty, whimsical 
designs that will adhere to the wall and can 
be easily and completely removed.

Another way to make a 'wow' effect in a 
room is using Textiles. Textiles can be 
combined with trims and nailheads giving 

look.

Fabrics have been used for centuries as a 
wall treatment, yet are less common in 
today's wall treatments, due to cost and high 
maintenance.

If you want to add more value to your home, 
and you like the 3D effect, Moldings, Wood 
panels, Stone and Tile are the most 
appealing ways to give depth and dimension 
to your walls. Depending on the room, they 
add architectural interest, determine the style 

the space.
 
Maria's Tip: 'Layer' your walls. Feel free to 
combine a mix of materials in a room, like 
brick and wood  panel, or paint and 
wallpaper. This kind of 'layering' adds a lot of 
interest and depth.

Learning from the Experts: 
“You may hang your walls with tapestry 
instead of whitewash or paper; or you may 
cover them with mosaic; or have them 
frescoed by a great painter: all this is not 
luxury, if it be done for beauty's sake, and not 
for show: it does not break our golden rule: 
Have nothing in your houses which you do 
not know to be useful or believe to be 
beautiful.” 
William Morris
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7. Play the ‘SOFT’ game
Fabrics set the tone and the direction of the 

space according to their color and pattern 

architecture, create movement, infuse color 
and pattern, cut the echo, outline cold  
straight lines and warm up the space giving it 
its own personality.

Window treatments, pillows, throws, linens, 
rugs and upholstery are the necessary 
'softies' that every room should have at least 
to a degree. Then notice the comfort and 
sense of home you’ve achieved. After you 
determine your style, get your plans together, 
start deciding color schemes and evaluate 
your furniture needs, START PLAYING WITH 
FABRICS!
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Maria's Tip: If you are afraid to make a 
commitment to big patterns, start with solids 
or very small geometric patterns that read 
solid from a distance on big surfaces. And let 
your pillows or small pieces of upholstery 
make the statement with more striking 
patterns.

Learning from the Experts: 
“Once you've used a fabric in a room, never 
use it anywhere else in the house. Do not 
match your fabrics! Do not let your fabrics 
make your room look too decorator-y.” 
Garrow Kedigian
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8. Dare to mix Patterns
Patterns are used and noticed mostly in 
textiles, but patterns can be found on a 
staircase, a molding, in a rug, in wall 

surfaces.

As you stand at the entry of a space, start 
observing the existing patterns and take into 
consideration the 'natural' patterns of your 
space. Slowly, add what feels comfortable to 
the eye and compliments what you already 
have by enhancing the patterns.
 
For fabrics and soft surfaces, as a rule of 
thumb, large scale patterns are better on 
larger surfaces, like window treatments, but 
also can be centered on a small surfaces like 
a pillow, and bring a lot of emphasis and 
drama.

feature between different fabrics when you 
are using them  together whether it be 
design, pattern, color, texture or tone.
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Maria's Tip: A good way to marry patterns is 

geometric or repetitive prints.

Learning from the Experts: 
“I am fearless about pattern and texture; I 
believe that if you mix them well, you can get 
an incredible sense of depth that will be 
interesting forever.” 
Alex Papachristidis
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9. Don’t forget the Art!
Art is the heartbeat of any space. It is the 
'thousand words' that can be spoken in 
silence. Mainly, art accents bare walls. The 
art can be a tapestry, a textile, a rug, a 
sculpture. It is the element of the room that 
can go wild or totally mute the room 
depending on your mood, your taste  and 
your personality. If you are too timid to use 
bold color on walls and textiles you can still 
infuse color with just a few pieces of art.

Art doesn't have to be expensive to make 
sense. If you are on a budget, select choice 
photography or prints with a simple frame, 
and use an 8-ply mat that adds extra depth 

You don't need to match the art with colors 
of the room. Art can stand on its own, playing 
its own game.
 

Maria's Tip: You can use a beautiful piece of 
fabric as your art. Add a gallery wrap frame 

textural.

Learning from the Experts: 
“The one question you have to ask when 
you're buying art is, do I like it? If you like it, 
then Yes, it's good.” 
Nate Berkus, Things that Matter
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10. “Less is More”
Although some homeowners often will 
neglect to include all the necessary elements 
to create a comfortable and functioning 
room--lighting or furniture arrangement are 
two biggies--many tend to over-decorate 
using lots of little things here and there. The 
term 'less is more' is a piece of wisdom that 
is always good to remember when 
assembling a room.

Try not to place around too many 

assorted tchotchkes that give a jarring effect 
and make a space look unsettled and 
cluttered. Clutter is the number one worse 
enemy of a nice comfortable home. So, make 
sure you cherry-pick your accessories.
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Maria's Tip:
budget allows. They add color, natural 
presence and a 'dreamy' essence in any 
space.

Learning from the Experts: 
“Accessories are where I like to make a 
statement. They’re the soul of a room.” 
Austin Warner
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Our goal with this eBook is to give you a 
basic overview of several rules and ideas, to 
help you design your own home. Since no 
two homes look alike, remember that in 
interior design there is no such thing as one 

We hope this overview will help you improve 
the aesthetics of your interiors and will help 
you to create a comfortable and inviting 
personal space, yet it is always wise to 
consult with a professional.

If after reading this eBook, you have any 

successes or challenges, please feel free to 
contact us: Call: 636-399-0903 
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